
safe.  Again, we hope to see more 

of you back at the Post.  Remem-

ber it is your Post and you should 

take advantage of all it has to of-

fer. 

Dear Legionnaires: 

     Hello to everyone.  Commander 

Bob here.  Hope all is well with 

everyone.  On with the news.  If 

you havenôt heard by now, the 

newest thing at the Post is that we 

are now a non-smoking facility.  

There is no smoking anywhere in 

the building.  Iôve heard in the past 

that we have had members who 

said they would not come to the 

Post due to there being too much 

smoke and they could not breathe 

properly.  Now there is no 

ñsmokeò excuse!  To all members 

who could not come because of the 

smoking, Iôll be watching for you 

to come back and enjoy your Post!   

     Second notice is that we are 

still in need of Bingo workers 

every Monday night from 6:00pm 

until approximately 9:30pm.  

Some of you non smokers can 

now come join the workers at 

Bingo (I hope). 

     Third Notice, with the non 

smoking Iôm hoping we will see 

a lot more of you members at the 

monthly meetings.  We have 

been struggling to make a quo-

rum.  I hope to see you there the 

second Tuesday in November.   

     Last notice: November 11th is 

Veterans Day.  We no longer have 

a Vets Dinner Dance but we will 

be holding a service at 1:00pm and 

then there will be a buffet follow-

ing until 6:00pm for any and all 

vets.   

     The holidays are coming soon 

and we hope yours are happy and 

Our Post Location  

200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

A smoke free environment! 

Commanderõs Message 

Veterans Day Observance at Melvin Roads 
     Every year Melvin Roads Post 

1231 American Legion takes pause 

to remember the 24.9 million vet-

erans on Veterans Day, November 

11th.  This year, as has been in the 

past, a solemn ceremony will be 

held at the Post beginning at 

1:00pm.  Public Officials, Post 

Officers, our Color Guard and 

Chaplain will reflect upon the 

meaning of this day which is of 

such significance to all veterans. 

This day recalls the signing of the 

armistice that ended World War I 

[which formally ended in the 11th 

month, on the eleventh day, at the 

11th hour]. 

      An Act of Congress approved 

on May 13, 1938 made this day a 

legal holiday, ña day to be dedi-

cated to the cause of world peace 

and to be thereafter celebrated and 

known as óArmistice Day.ôò  Con-

gress amended this act in 1954 

naming this ñVeterans Day.ò  

     Following the ceremonies a 

buffet will be offered to all veter-

ans throughout the afternoon, from  

c.1:30pm to 6:00 pm in the Post 

Lounge.  Veterans whether mem-

bers of the Post or not are most 

welcome to join us.  
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Upcoming Events 

at Melvin Roads: 

¶ November 3rd 

  ElectionDay 

¶ November 11th Veterans 

 Day Ceremonies 

¶ November 26th     

 Thanksgiving Day 

¶ December 7th           

 Pearl Harbor Re

 membrance Day 

¶ December 12th       

 Annual Christmas 

 Dinner 

¶ December 25th 

  Christmas Day 

¶ January 1st,  

 New Years Day 2010 

¶ January 21st,  

 Annual Visitation 

 Dinner at 1231 

Inside this issue: 

Auxiliary News 2 

Sons & Riders News 2 

Pearl Harbor  

Remembrance Day 

3 

Annual Christmas  

Dinner 

3 

Those who serve... 3 

Rensselaer County 

Veterans Day Events 

5 

  



A Message from the Unit Presi-

dent:     

 The Legion Year 2009

-2010 has begun and our Auxil-

iary is well underway with sev-

eral projects.   

           First, members are 

reminded that the annual ham 

raffle will be held during the 

month of November with the 

drawing held at the annual Post 

Christmas Dinner scheduled for 

December 12th.     

     Our troops on active duty 

continue to be our primary focus.      

With the holiday season just 

around the corner now is the 

time for the packing and ship-

ping of our ñcare packagesò to 

those currently deployed.  We 

ask for help from Post, SAL, 

Riders, the general public as well 

as our own membership in filling 

our boxes to be sent.  A list of 

needed items is posted in the 

Lounge along with a drop-box to 

receive the items requested.    

 Among the various 

items suggested for inclusion in 

our packages are items of per-

sonal hygiene such as hand lo-

tion, sun screen, shampoo (small 

plastic bottles), foot powder 

hand sanitizers, dental flossé 

you get the idea.  Entertainment 

items are helpful also: AA/AAA 

batteries, puzzle books, small 

footballs and Frisbees which the 

troops can use not only for them-

selves but give away to the chil-

dren they meet.  First Aid items 

are sought after: band aids, 

throat lozenges, bug spray, 

Tums, pain relievers.   When it 

comes to food, drink and snacks, 

hard candy, gum, slim jims, beef 

jerky, raisins, energy bars are 

well received.  Personal letters 

and cards are a nice addition. 

 We would be remiss if 

we did not take this opportunity 

to remind everyone that the Aux-

iliary monthly meetings are held 

on the second Tuesday of every 

month at the Post beginning at 

7:00pm.  Old and new members 

are encouraged to come to the 

meetings especially at this time 

as there are important issues to 

be discussed.  Further, we seek 

from the membership new and 

innovative ideas for activities 

and fund raising all for the good 

of the Auxiliary.  This can only 

happen when we put our collec-

tive heads together; the input of 

all is encouraged and vital to the 

success of the Auxiliary in the 

days ahead. 

 There are several 

ñPresidentôs Projectsò proposed 

by State and National that are 

worthy of our support.  Taking 

on such projects will be re-

warded not only by benefiting 

those we serve but also puts our 

Auxiliary in line for Unit 

Awards.   

 We hope everyone 

enjoys the coming Thanksgiving 

and December holidays.  This is 

a special time of year and on 

behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary 

we offer best wishes and holiday 

cheer. 

 

Vicki Wiley, President 

518 527-9656 

membership cards are in.  To get 

your new membership card 

please mail your check for $18 

to Paul Rossello, 9 Pittsfield 

Avenue, Nassau, New York 

12123.  Please include your 

phone number and email address 

on a separate piece of paper. 

     Rick Fonda has been repre-

     On October 18th, the Sons 

sponsored a successful Pancake 

Breakfast.  120 persons were in 

attendance during the hours of 

8:00am to 12:30pm.  Assisting 

the Sons were members of Boy 

Scout Troop 190 led by Scout-

master Steve Shannon. 

     In other SAL news, 2010 

senting the Melvin Roads Post 

American Legion Riders at the 

monthly meetings of the Post, 

the second Tuesday of the month 

at 7:30pm. All Riders who are 

Post members are cordially in-

vited and encouraged to attend.  

Riders meet themselves on the 

third Tuesday of the month at 

7:30pm. 

Auxiliary Newsé. 

News from Sons of the Legion.. Ridersé. 
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Members of Boy Scout 

Troop 190 who  

assisted with the  

Pancake Breakfast in  

October 

Thanks Guys! 

òO Christmas Tree,  

O Christmas Treeé.ó 

POW/MIA 

*****  

You Are  

Not Forgotten 



    December 7th marks Pearl 

Harbor Remembrance Day.  

Melvin Roads Post 1231 will 

offer a service for members and 

the community starting at 

12Noon that Monday.   

     This day commemorates the 

attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 

Sunday Morning, December 7, 

1941 by the Imperial Japanese 

Navy.  This surprise attack led 

President Roosevelt to say that 

ñthis is a day that will go down 

in infamy.ò   

     2,345 US military died along 

with 57 civilians; 1,247 more 

military were wounded.  4 battle-

ships were sunk, 4 more dam-

aged; 2 destroyers sunk, one 

other damaged.  

   The attack was meant to keep 

the isolationist United States out 

of the Pacific theatre but it did 

just the opposite.  ñRemember 

Pearl Harborò became the rally 

cry of the war.   Further, Ger-

many instigated the US to enter 

the European Theatre by declar-

ing war on the United States. 

     The USS Arizona and USS 

Utah stand as memorials to this 

day in Pearl Harbor.   

     All are asked to remember in 

thought and prayer those who 

made the supreme sacrifice 68 

years ago.  The United States 

flag should be flown at half-mast 

to honor those who died in this 

attack on Pearl Harbor. 

know of anyone else or if you 

know what follows is incorrect, 

please let us know; you may use 

our web site the address of 

which is on page 4: 

     Robert Brockley, Vincent 

Catalfamo, Seth Teator, George 

Corbari, Joshua Getz, George 

     In our newsletter and posted 

in the lounge have been the 

names of Post members, family 

members and those in our com-

munity who are serving our 

country in uniform.  To our 

knowledge the following are on 

active duty at this time.  If you 

Lovely III, Patricia Bordeau, 

Adam Kraus, Shawn Hennessy, 

Alicia Howard, Glen Stagnitta, 

Jason Overocker, John 

Clements, Stacy Kupcheni, Jer-

emy Kischak, Daniel Christian, 

Christopher Whalen, Scott J. 

Collins and Glenn Robinson. 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

We remember those who serveé. 

Annual Christmas Dinner December 12th 
5:30pm with Pre-prandials 

which will include an open bar 

[until 6:30pm], a veggie tray, a 

block of cheese and that wonder-

ful Schuyler Bakery bread!  In 

addition there will be three hors 

dôeurves trays circulating the 

Banquet Room.  The sit-down 

Dinner begins at 6:30pm with a 

shrimp cocktail for all.  The 

entrée choices for the evening 

are Prime Rib or Stuffed 

Chicken Breast which will be 

followed by a Dessert of Straw-

berry Shortcake.  After dinner 

the evening will continue with 

the music of Band of Gold, a 

five piece group with wide ac-

claim.  They will play from 

8:00pm to Midnight.  All of this 

for a cost of $20.00.  Tickets are 

on sale now at the Post Lounge.  

Remember each member may 

bring one guest only (a spouse is 

that guest even though he/she 

may be a member of the Post, 

Auxiliary or SAL.  Legion Rid-

ers are members of the Post).  

     Mark you calendar for Satur-

day evening, December 12th  

and plan on attending the An-

nual Members Christmas 

Dinner to be held at the Melvin 

Roads Post.  This wonderful 

gathering is sponsored by the 

Board of Directors each year and 

is open to Post members only 

(this includes Auxiliary, SAL, 

and Riders).  Each member may 

bring one guest.   

     Festivities will begin at 
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This season calls us to honor 

our Veterans on November 

11th and to Remember Pearl 

Harbor  

December 7th 

A blessed Thanksgiving 

to our Post Membership, 

Auxiliary, SAL, Riders 

and our friends and  

families. 

Annual Members 

Christmas Dinner is 

December 12th.   

Mark your calendar 

now! 



200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 

Phone: 518.462.7006 

Fax: 518.462.5250 

E-mail: melvinroads@nycap.rr.com 

American Legion Post 1231 

¶ November 11th: Veterans Day Ceremo-

nies at Melvin Roads Post 1:00pm.  Fol-

lowed by a buffet for all veterans until 

6:00pm. 

¶ November 11th: Annual Memory Walk 

in Troy.  9:00am.  Begins at City Hall 

and visits Troyôs war memorials.  Re-

freshments following at Veterans of 

Lansingburgh, 777 1st Avenue, Troy 

¶ November 11th: Free Car Wash to any 

active duty or veteran of the military at 

any Hoffmanôs Car Wash! 

¶ November 15th: Celebrating Veterans at 

the Hoosic Valley Community Church, 

6:00pm.  2024 State Route 40, Schaghti-

coke. 

Several events are being held throughout 

Rensselaer County on behalf of our veterans: 

¶ November 5th: Questar III Annual Vet-

erans Day luncheon, 11:00am at Rensse-

laer Educational Center, 35 Colleen 

Road, Troy (Free to veterans) call 273-

2264 for information and reservation. 

¶ November 8th: 11th Annual (Free) Vet-

erans Breakfast at North Greenbush 

American Legion Post #1489, Main Ave-

nue, Wynantskill.  8:30am (followed by 

Noontime Medal Presentation Cere-

mony) 

¶ November 9th: Honor-a-Deceased Vet-

eran Ceremony in the County Legislative 

Chambers, 8:15am. 

Rensselaer County Veterans Day Events 

Honoring Veterans of the United 

States Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marines, Coast Guard,  

Merchant Marines 

 

Look! Weõre on the web! 

Www.melvinroads1231.org 


